January 4, 2010
Mayor William Lantigua
City of Lawrence

Hola Familia...... Good Evening my friends

Isabel Melendez — thank you for that warm introduction. Tonight is more special because
you’re here. Thank you for opening the door for so many of us.

Reverend Clergy, Congresswomen Tsongas, Governor Patrick, District Attorney
Blodgett, Senator Tucker, Senator Pichardo, Rep. Torissi, Rep. Finegold, Rep. L’Italien,
Sheriff Cousins, Sheriff Glodis, City Councilors, School Committee members, my friends
who have traveled from the Dominican Republic, fellow mayors and distinguished guest.

Today is a day for thanks. Today I thank the people of this great city of Lawrence for
allowing me to stand here tonight and take this special oath of office. It’s my honor and I
will not let you down.

What a great country we live in.
What a great city we live in.
Today is a historical day.

Some People said it could not be done. Three years ago, the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts elected the first African American Governor. Not because he is African
American, but because he was the best person for the job.

Some People said it could not be done. One year ago, our Country, AMERICA, elected
the first African American President. Not because he is African American, but because
he was the best person for the job.

Some People said it could not be done. Last summer, the first Latina was chosen to serve
on the United States Supreme Court. Not because she is a Latina, but because she was the
best person for the job.

Some People said it could not be done. Two months ago, my friends, the residents of this
great city of Lawrence elected the first Latino Mayor in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts. Not because I am a Latino, but because I earned your trust and
confidence and you believe that I am the best person for this job.

I’'m honored by this historic moment, BUT let me be very clear to all of you. I am very
happy to be the first, but being the first is only a coincidence. Being the first is only
important to those who write about history. To me being the first is insignificant. What
will be significant to me is that when my days are over at city hall and the history books
are written, they will read that William Lantigua was the best Mayor the city ever had,
and by the way ...happens to be a Latino.



There is not a day that goes by that I don’t think about how I got to the place I am today.

For that I am forever grateful to America and to the great city of Lawrence and to all of
you for allowing a 19 year old boy to arrive here from the Dominican Republic and be
offered the same opportunities as all Americans, have a job, raise a family, run for office,
and to be elected as Mayor of the greatest city in the commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Today I also want to honor and pay tribute to those who came before us. I want to thank
those who worked with us, side by side, along the journey. I want to thank my mother,
Ana Soto and my entire family. And when I think about those who set a path for so many
of us, I have to mention my dear friend Isabel Melendez. Isabel — thank you for all your
50 years of community service. I also want to thank my Office Manager, volunteer and
dear friend Annette Webster and Tom Vallante. Also, Teresa Polizotto and I also want to
recognize my number one supporter, who also volunteers to help many other city
activities ...Jude Charles... will you please stand up... I want a round of applause for
Jude Charles.

I know like Jude Charles there are many other people that worked on our team to move
the city forward, you worked day in and day out without asking for anything in return.
you know who you are and more importantly the people know who you are, Thank you
all!

I must also remember those who are no longer with us but helped me along the way. Let
us remember Amercio “Rick” Dizazzo and our dear friend lsa Pichardo (La Muqueca).
She did a lot to help me.


















